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Sir: 

This communication is responsive to the Office Action mailed September 27, 2002, 
which set a one-month period for reply, making this response due on or before October 27, 2002. 

Prior to examination of the application on the merits, please enter the following 
amendments: 
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Please cancel claims 1-11, 17 and 24 without prejudice as being drawn to a non-elected 
Please add new claims 28-30. 

Please replace the pending claims with their correspondingly numbered claims below. 



12. (Amended) A method for producing an islet cells in vitro, the method comprising: 
/ introducing a nucleic acid molecule into a precursor cell in vitro, the nucleic acid 

molecule encoding an islet transcription factor, said introducing being in an amount sufficient for 
production of the islet transcription factor and production of islet cells. 



13. The method of claim 12, wherein the islet transcription factor is neurogenic. 



